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Dear Secretary of State 

I am writing to you again in my capacity as Chairman of the All Party 
Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition. As you may recall, this is a 
cross party group of over 50 MPs and Peers from the British parliament 

We are deeply concerned about allegations that the United States has carried out 
extraordinary renditions. We are also concerned about allegations that the UK may 
have provided lojgstigal^pport to US flights as individuals are transported to and 
trom turret countries, such as Egypt, Jordan and Syri a 

We read your statement of 5* December on this issue with care. We 
commissioned a leading authority, Professor James Crawford, Dean of the Faculty 
of Law at the University of Cambridge, to give his opinion on it (attached). 

Two important conclusions can be drawn from Professor Crawford's Opinion. 
First, to comply with its legal obligation the British government must satisfy it self 
t hat Extraord i nary Rendition is not leading to torture" As Professor Crawford puts 
it "the question that must be asked is whether torture is likely to take place if a 
person is transported, irrespective of whether or not the government claims th *t 
the answer is no, or what its hopes or beliefs may be' (para^2fl)7~ 
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Secondly, relying on your assurances provides little or no legal cover for the UK 
government. Your assurances are based on the US government's interpretation of 
its obligations, but these are as good as worthless for ensuring compliance with 
Britain's legal obligations. 

In particular, as Professor Crawford clarifies, any UK assistance to US aircraft 
which may be engaged in Extraordinary Rendition should be conditional on die 
US respecting obligations not to engage in torture , at the legal standard at which 
/the obligations apply to the UK. In other words, if the US is to use, or has used, 
L UK airports and airspace for these practices, the US must abide, or have abided, 
by the legal rules that bind the UK and UK courts' interpretation of them, not just 
US law or the US administration's interpretation of them. 

We would very much welcome your response to these concerns. 

We would also be delighted if you felt able, if only briefly, to meet with us - either 
at a full meeting specially convened for the purpose or with Chris Mullin MP, The 
Rt Hon Sir Menzies Campbell and me, each of us from one of the main parties in 
Britain. 

If you arc not able to attend, perhaps your legal adviser, John Bellinger, may be 
able to find the time to address us when he is in the UK in early February. 

1 am putting this letter into the public domain. - 

Yours sincerely 




ANDREW TYRIE 
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